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other 10 will be in various stages of advancement. No. 22 will perhaps be just finished and ready to go to the dump, 23 will be in the water wash stage, 24. in the weak solution wash stage, until when we reach No. 31 we find it has had no treatment at all and lias as yet yielded up nothing of its valuable contents. It is thus evident that if the calculation for recovery is made on the tonnage, of ore milled and collected during the first month, the bullion cleaned up will fall very far short of the amount called for.
Now suppose that to obviate this difficulty it is decided to calculate the amount, of bullion due by taking account only of such charges as have already finished their treatment and been discharged from the plant. In this case the bullion cleaned up should be in excess of that calculated because the charge collected on the last of the month will not have finished its treatment till the l()th of the following month, consequently the first month's clean-up will contain not only all the precious metal contents of its own thirty-one days, but all of that belonging to"the charge of the first day of the following month, practically all of that of the second, most of that of the third and so on in diminishing amounts to the 10th day when the dean-up has taken place. Thus whatever method of computation be. adopted it is almost impossible4, to ascertain the true quantity of bullion that ought to be expected as the result of the first month's work. The same principle may be applied to slime treatment, whether continuous or intermittent.
It may be laid down then as a general principle that no importance whatever need be attached to the relation between calculated and actual recovery during the first month's run of a mill.
When a mill is well under way the high officials of the Company usually expect the bullion returns at the end of each month to check with the calculated amount due, but here again there* are legitimate reasons why this may not always happen. One such reason lies in the computation of the tonnage treated. This is most often arrived at by weighing or estimating the amount of ore fed to the*, mill bins during the month. As there is nearly always a carry-over of ore from one month to another, thiseak solution. It is-cc
